generally used throughout England, France, and Germany, and is daily becoming more employed as it is better known and appreciated. Dr. Hassing gives a long statement of the authors of each country in succession, and of the various circumstances in which they found the remedy useful, and proceeds to give an account of the views of Wallace and Ricord, quoting both freely. He then examines the value of the medicine statistically, basing his observations upon 250 cases observed in the medical section at Copenhagen between July 1838, and August 1839. All the patients were treated alike on low diet, aud the remedy was given to all in the same form. Two drachms of the iodide were dissolved in eight ounces of water, and half an ounce of this solution grains,) given three times a day. All the patients were continued for some time after cure under observation?almost all belonged to the lower class of society?and in the rare cases in which relapse occurred, the same mode of treatment was repeated.
Of the 250 patients, 68 were men, 181 women, and I infant, the great majority between 20 and 40 years of age. To show the kind of life the patients followed, Dr. Hassing states that 69 were maid-servants, 55 prostitutes, 32 married and 17 single women, 9 widows; 32 mechanics, 21 workmen, 6 seamen, and 9 of other professions. Of these 145 were perfectly cured, 49 imperfectly, some traces of disease remaining, and in 56 no effect was produced. The mean duration of treatment was 38 days. The shortest period at which relapse occurred was about six weeks, the longest 4 years and 9 months, the mean about 11 months.
The iodide in all the cases of primary affections in which it was employed was without effect. It exercised very little power in cases of bubo. In 20 cases of flat condylomata, 8 of which were on the anus, 10 on the genitals, and two in both situations, 7 were cured, 4 benefited, and in 9 the iodide produced no effect. The author, however, ascribes much benefit to rest and cleanliness, and concludes that the medicine does not exercise much power over this affection, whether primary or consecutive.
In 49 cases of maculae, squamae, and papulae of the skin, 12 being men and 37 women, 26 were cured, 9 benefited, and in 14 no effect appeared. Another table follows on the number of relapses in each class of cases, but these we have already given in general terms, and we believe have presented our readers with all the important matter contained in this unpretending little essay. The author is evidently a careful inquirer and observer ; he has recorded the result of his observations with much modesty and judgment, and thus written a work which must take a certain rank in the history of syphilis, and of the numerical system of medicine.
The work of Dr. Gauthier is a far less valuable and philosophical one, although it contains a great number of very interesting cases illustrating the efficacy of the treatment. He gives somewhat smaller doses of the medicine than Dr. Hassing, and always begins by a small dose and gradually increases it. The only general observation, however, which he has made which may be considered at all novel is that he has employed the iodide advantageously sometimes, he does not say how often, in the treatment of iritis; and he says that it has appeared to him to be particularly advantageous when the iritis has supervened, as is not unfrequently the case, during a course of mercurial treatment.j He speaks of two cases in which, combined with bleeding and purgatives, good effects followed its administration, and refers to three similar ones, but allows that further observations are necessary before its value can be determined. universally employ it. The coryza produced by a larger dose disappears spontaneously after the discontinuance of the medicine. Even in cases where local symptoms have not been strikingly benefited, the most marked improvement in the general health has resulted?the patients rapidly gaining flesh and strength, and losing the weary haggard look so remarkable in old syphilitic patients. We conclude by recommending our readers to follow our own practice, and give the iodide to every patient they meet with affected with secondary syphilis; in the great majority of cases it alone will effect the cure, and in the remainder will so improve the general health, as to render the patient' fit to undergo any other course which the circumstance of his case may require.
It is curious to remark the very large proportion of females affected with affections of the osseous system, as compared with males, in the reports of Dr. Hassing. It would be well to inquire if the same fact has been observed in this country, and if so to what cause it could be attributed.
